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The Task Force reviewed the Unnamed Tributary to North Fork Ash Creek Exemption 
electronically and provided comments.   
 
1.  Project Summary 
A private landowner sought a fish passage exemption request for an unnamed tributary to North 
Fork Ash Creek.  Ash Creek is a direct tributary to the Willamette River in Polk County.  The 
impacted creek, an unnamed tributary of North Fork Ash Creek, was determined to have had 
potential historical fish use based on basin/channel characteristics and known fish use in North Fork 
Ash Creek above and below the confluence with the unknown tributary.  Due to artificial 
obstructions and current habitat conditions in the unnamed tributary (most notably, limited amount 
and poor quality habitat upstream of the project), ODFW staff recommended the exemption be 
granted. 
 
If fish passage at the culvert crossing at Hwy 223 and at the two lower ponds is addressed in the 
future, another analysis for this exemption may be warranted. This exemption will allow for such a 
review if conditions in the watershed change in the future. 
 
In addition to the 21 day public comment period, Fish Passage Task Force Members were given an 
opportunity to review the exemption request. Task Force Members were provided with application 
materials and supporting documentation to aide in their review of the exemption request.  
 
2.  FPTF Comments 
Stuart Myers 
Stuart Myers recommended approval of the fish passage exemption request for the privately owned 
dam on the Unnamed Tributary to North Fork Ash Creek, with the addition of the following 
comment: 
“Because the triggering event is the transition of a water right, I would like to see the exemption 
written with clear language that addresses additional potential fish passage triggers if the land 
owner conducts repairs or modifications to the AO. The approval language should also address 
renewed scrutiny of this site if the downstream passage barriers are removed as Alex eludes to in 
his assessment.” 
 
3.  Recommendation  
The Task Force recommended approval of the Unnamed Tributary to North Fork Ash Creek 
Exemption 5-0.  Stuart Myers, David Heller, Harry Rectenwald, Willie Tiffany, and Kim Kambak 
recommended approval of the exemption.  Vera Simonton, Dawn Nilson, and Doug DeHart did not 
provide a recommendation. 
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